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demned and seeks to ingratiate himself with his
judges.    On 20th October a second Xote was ad-
dressed to Mr. Wilson, agreeing to leave the con-
ditions of armistice to the military advisers of both
sides, and to accept the present relative strength on
the fronts as the basis of arrangement, trusting to
the President to approve no demand " irreconcilable
with the honour of the German people."   On 23rd
October Mr. Wilson replied.    His answer left no
loophole  of  escape.    In effect it demanded the
abdication of the Emperor and the destruction of all
for which he had stood;   it asked that the Great
General Staff should be deposed from their autocracy
and placed under civilian control;   it declined to
treat save with new men bearing a popular mandate.
To accept these demands was tantamount to an ad-
mission of final defeat in the field.   Germany ac-
cepted them on 27th October, declaring that peace
negotiations would be conducted by a people's Gov-
ernment to which the military powers were subject.
On Saturday, 26th October, Ludendorfi resigned.
Pew friends now remained to him.   The German
people at large saw in his military dictatorship of the
past two years the cause of their misfortunes, and
especially they blamed him for the rash optimism
which had led to the March offensive;  while the
reactionaries reprobated him as the originator of the
first armistice proposals, which had taken the heart
out of the army.   Upon Ludendorfi and his world
the Twilight of the Gods was falling.   In the wild
legends of the Northern races the shades of the dead
appeared to those on the brink of doom, and the
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